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The availability on the Internet of patent databases such as esp@cenet or USPTO offers the 
opportunity to access a significant amount of information on patents, not only for specialists, 
but also for researchers, decision makers, potential inventors and students. 
 
This option is not only a real revolution in the field of analysis for the Western countries, but 
also a valuable tool for developing countries where the shortage of financial resources moves 
people to make significant use of commercial databases to facilitate the development of 
scientific and technological programs (including government agencies as well). 
 
In past years, the patent information could not be exploited in an appropriate manner in these 
countries because the investigation of patents one by one over the Internet represented a 
significant effort in terms of cost and time, and this was not an option for sub developed 
economies like these ones. Knowledge on the state of the art of a certain technique is indeed a 
benchmarking activity, and it allows us to compare our own activities with the activities of the 
best performers in that specific area. 
 
Some experiments have shown that the use of such methods in developing countries can lead to 
important milestones. A clear example can be found in the results obtained by Jean-Marie 
Henry Dou and his team in Indonesia. 
 
Although Indonesia is one of the largest producers and exporters of coconut in the world, no 
patent was ever registered. However, a deep patent analysis on the subject allowed the 
researchers to find new uses and processes for it. Although coconut is a very valuable resource, 
in the past it was only used to manufacture very few simple products, omitting interesting and 
profitable fields such as construction, water treatment, biodegradable paper or food (whether 
human or animal). 
 
With the combination of patent databases and free software, it is now possible not only to 
quickly and easily evaluate new ideas, but also to automate the benchmarking processes of 
business and stimulate innovative thinking. 
 
The role of patent information is expanding and becoming a major source of technical 
information thanks to open databases that combine simple mapping capabilities with good 
analysis of the bibliography, which also allows non-specialists to enjoy this source of 
information in all technical aspects of innovation, research, development and strategic planning. 
 
Another key tool developed to facilitate the mapping of new ideas and their association with the 
patent bibliography is Matheo-Patents, a software which is an excellent tool for all professionals 
who are moving in the field of competitive technical intelligence, or the more general field of 
competitive intelligence. It features the possibility of obtaining drawings, the front pages or full 
text of the patent, thus increasing the overall use and profitability, specially in developing 
countries, in academic research (and even large companies) and, above all, to update local 
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databases. In addition, Matheo-Patents, that features support for innovation and brain mapping, 
represents a great improvement for researchers when they need to correlate information on 
patents and their strategic analysis. 
 
In the field of education, patent databases like esp@cenet can be very useful to increase the 
innovative thinking of students (especially post graduate), whether in Europe or, more 
particularly in developing countries. 
 
In conclusion, considering that the patent databases are mostly unique and most of that 
information is only available there, it is likely that this kind of 'intelligent interface' will be 
inducing more and more users to benefit from information on patents when they do research, 
innovation, development and, and protection of intellectual property. 
 
